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A Kingdom Not made With Hands

Introduction

Man was created an eternal righteous being in God’s
image, not His exact likeness. “He, God, has also set
eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what
God has done from beginning to end.” (Eccl 3:13) God
prepared a Paradise for them and instructed them to
maintain Eden, to be fruitful and multiply and NOT to eat
of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil for
by doing they would die. It is unknown how long they lived
there, but sometime later they ate of the fruit of the tree,
consequently God removed them from Eden. It is believed
this is when time began as Adam and Eve could no longer
eat of the tree of life and live forever.

Many years later God instructed righteous Abraham to go
to a place He had prepared for him and his descendants,
one of which would bless the world. It was over 400 years
before Abraham’s descendants, the Israelites, arrived in
the land promised to Abraham. While there they were
looking for a redeemer that could forgive sins. if they
obeyed Him.

By action of the Holy Spirit God came to live on earth as a
human to become the only sin offering and “to prepare a
place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again and will take you to myself, that where |
am you may be also.” (John 14:3)

Following Jesus’ death by crucifixion and His resurrection,
He returned to Heaven and on Pentecost Day “pour(ed)
out my Spirit on all people ... everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved” (Acts 2:17, 21) not just the
Jews. Christ’s apostles proclaimed the Good News -
forgiveness of sin and salvation is now available to all
mankind who put their trust and obedience in Christ by
dying to sin and being buried into His blood, immersion in
water - baptism. God then raises these obedient forgiven
people from their burial putting them in a kingdom not
made by hands. You must study God’s word for your
salvation, and not “rely” on interpretations by others;

e.g., BibleWay Publishing, commentaries, priest, pastors or
preachers. (Phil 2:13)

“When the Son of Man comes ... He will put the sheep on
his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to
those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world.” (Matt 25:31-34)

Un Reino No Hecho con las Manos

Introduccion

El hombre fue creado como un ser eterno y justo a
imagen y semejanza de Dios, pero no a su imagen exacta.
"El, Dios, también ha puesto la eternidad en el corazén de
los hombres; sin embargo, no pueden comprender lo que
Dios ha hecho desde el principio hasta el final". (Ecl. 3:13)
Dios les prepard un Paraiso y les instruyé para que
mantuvieran el Edén, para que se reprodujeran y para
que NO comieran del fruto del arbol del conocimiento del
bien y del mal porque al hacerlo moririan. No se sabe
cuanto tiempo vivieron alli, pero alglin tiempo después
comieron del fruto del arbol, por lo que Dios los sacé del
Edén. Se cree que en ese momento comenzd el tiempo,
ya que Adan y Eva ya no podian comer del arbol de la
vida y vivir para siempre.

Muchos afios después, Dios instruyd al justo Abraham
para que fuera a un lugar que habia preparado para ély
sus descendientes, uno de los cuales bendeciria al
mundo. Pasaron mds de 400 afios antes de que los
descendientes de Abraham, los israelitas, llegaran a la
tierra prometida a Abraham. Mientras estaban alli,
buscaban un redentor que pudiera perdonar los pecados
si le obedecian.

Por accién del Espiritu Santo, Dios vino a vivir en la tierra
como un ser humano para convertirse en la Unica ofrenda
por el pecado y "para preparar un lugar para vosotros...".
Y si me voy y os preparo un lugar, vendré otra vez y os
llevaré conmigo, para que donde yo esté vosotros
también estéis". (Juan 14:3)

Tras la muerte de Jesus por crucifixion y su resurreccion,
regreso al Cielo y el dia de Pentecostés "derramé mi
Espiritu sobre todo el pueblo... todo el que invoque el
nombre del Sefior se salvarad" (Hechos 2:17, 21), no sélo
los judios. Los apéstoles de Cristo proclamaron la Buena
Nueva: el perddén de los pecados vy la salvacion estan
ahora disponibles para toda la humanidad que ponga su
confianza y obediencia en Cristo, muriendo al pecado y
siendo sepultados en su sangre, inmersos en el agua: el
bautismo. Dios entonces levanta a estas personas
obedientes perdonadas de su entierro poniéndolas en un
reino no hecho por manos. Usted debe estudiar la
palabra de Dios para su salvacién, y no "confiar" en las
interpretaciones de otros; por ejemplo, BibleWay
Publishing, comentarios, sacerdote, pastores o
predicadores. (Fil. 2:13)







Chapter 1
God’s Promise

Adam and Eve were separated from their loving father and
creator, but God had a plan for bringing man back into
that perfect relationship. He told the serpent, Satan the
deceiver and father of lies, "And | will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
(Genesis 3:15)

Comment “Crush your head” Christ’s atoning sacrifice
and resurrection put an end to eternal death by
providing for forgiveness. Victory over sin and death,
Satan’s hold on man, to all who call on Christ through
faith, belief and baptism into Him death. “Strike his
heel (of the offspring of woman)” is the attempt to take
Jesus’ life by crucifixion.

Later following Cain's unacceptable offering, God again
warned of the consequences of man's rebellious actions,
"If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if
you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
desires to have you, but you must master it." (Genesis 4:7)

Comment: Cain did not listen to God's warning. He
sinned even more by killing his brother Abel. The
consequences of his actions resulted in him becoming a
wanderer or fugitive.

During the days of Noah, we read "The LORD saw how
great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil all the time." (Genesis 6:5)

Comment: God removed all evil before him by
destroying by water all people living upon the earth,
except righteous Noah and his family.

God revealed to Abraham his thoughts about Sodom and
Gomorrah. "And the LORD said, 'Because the outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their
sin is very grave, | will go down now and see whether they
have done altogether according to the outcry against it
that has come to Me; and if not, | will know." ... Then the

"Cuando venga el Hijo del Hombre... pondra las ovejas a
su derechay los cabritos a su izquierda. Entonces el Rey
dird a los de su derecha: "Venid, los bendecidos por mi
Padre; tomad vuestra herencia, el reino preparado para
vosotros desde la creacidén del mundo". (Mateo 25:3134)

Capitulo 1
La Promesa de Dios

Addn y Eva fueron separados de su amoroso padre y
creador, pero Dios tenia un plan para devolver al hombre
a esa relacion perfecta. Le dijo a la serpiente, Satanas, el
engafador y padre de la mentira: "Y pondré enemistad
entre tu y la mujer, y entre tu descendencia y la suya; él
te aplastard la cabeza, y tu le heriras el talon". (Génesis
3:15)

Comentario "Aplasta tu cabeza" El sacrificio expiatorio y
la resurreccién de Cristo pusieron fin a la muerte eterna al
proporcionar el perddn. Victoria sobre el pecado y la
muerte, el dominio de Satanas sobre el hombre, a todos
los que invocan a Cristo mediante la fe, la creencia y el
bautismo en El muerte.

Comentario: "Golpear su taldn (del vastago de la mujer)"
es el intento de quitarle la vida a Jesus mediante la
crucifixion.

Ma3s tarde, tras la ofrenda inaceptable de Cain, Dios volvid
a advertir de las consecuencias de las acciones rebeldes
del hombre: "Si haces lo correcto, é no seras aceptado?
Pero si no haces lo que es correcto, el pecado esta
agazapado a tu puerta; desea tenerte, pero debes
dominarlo". (Génesis 4:7)

Comentario: Cain no escuchd la advertencia de Dios.
Pecd alin mas al matar a su hermano Abel. Las
consecuencias de sus acciones hicieron que se convirtiera
en un vagabundo o fugitivo.

En los dias de Noé, leemos: "Vio Yahveh cuan grande era
la maldad del hombre en la tierra, y que toda inclinacion
de los pensamientos de su corazon era siempre sélo el
mal". (Génesis 6:5)

Comentario: Dios eliminé todo el mal ante él
destruyendo por agua a todos los pueblos que vivian en la
tierra, excepto el justo Noé y su familia.

Dios reveld a Abraham sus pensamientos sobre Sodoma y
Gomorra. "Y el SENOR dijo: 'Como el clamor contra







LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah,
from the LORD out of the heavens. So, He overthrew those
cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and
what grew on the ground.” (Genesis 18:20-21 and
19:2425)

Comment: God heard their outcry indicated God is
aware of everything going on among the people of the
earth. In this case He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah
with all their wicked people. These events show that
God does not tolerate wickedness, disobedience or sin
and will take action against those who practice such,
but not always immediately.

From Adam and Eve through Judas, Jesus’ betrayer, sin
prevailed as it does today. Paul through the Holy Spirit said
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” ... “For
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 3:23; 6:23)

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16)

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2
Peter 3:9)

Questions

1. Referring to Satan woman’s offspring would
crush his head.
True ___ False

2. If you do not do what is right sin is present. True

___False ___
3. Sin originates within man’s heart. True ___ False
4. God hears man’s cry against evil. True ___ False

5. All people sin.
True ___ False

Sodoma y Gomorra es grande, y como su pecado es muy
grave, descenderé ahora y veré si han hecho del todo
conforme al clamor contra ella que ha llegado a mi; y si
no, lo sabré'... Entonces Jehova hizo llover sobre Sodoma
y Gomorra azufre y fuego, de parte de Jehov3, desde los
cielos. Y derribd aquellas ciudades, toda la llanura, todos
los habitantes de las ciudades y lo que crecia en el suelo".
(Génesis 18:20-21 y 19:24-25)

Comentario: Dios escuché su clamor, lo que indica que
Dios estd al tanto de todo lo que sucede entre los pueblos
de la tierra. En este caso destruyé a Sodoma y Gomorra
con toda su gente malvada.

Comentario: Estos acontecimientos demuestran que Dios
no tolera la maldad, la desobediencia o el pecado y
tomara medidas contra los que los practican, pero no
siempre de forma inmediata.

Desde Adan y Eva hasta Judas, el traidor de Jesus, el
pecado prevalecié como lo hace hoy. Pablo, a través del
Espiritu Santo, dijo: "Todos pecaron y estan destituidos de
la gloria de Dios"... "Porque la paga del pecado es la
muerte, pero la dadiva de Dios es la vida eterna en Cristo
Jesus, nuestro Sefor". (Romanos 3:23; 6:23)

"Porque tanto amé Dios al mundo que entregé a su Hijo
unigénito, para que todo el que crea en él no perezca,
sino que tenga vida eterna ". (Juan 3:16)

"El Sefior no es lento en cumplir su promesa, como
algunos entienden la lentitud. Es paciente con vosotros,
pues no quiere que nadie perezca, sino que todos lleguen
al arrepentimiento ". (2 Pedro 3:9)

I Refiriéndose a la descendencia de la mujer

Verdadero
Falso

3. orazon del hombre.
erdadero also

4. _hombre contra el mal.

Verdadero  Falso
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Chapter 2
The Gift of God — Jesus, The Person

Promises concerning God’s Gift

There are many prophecies concerning Jesus in the Old
Testament but what were the possibilities of making just
25 predictions about someone who was to be born many
years later and having these predictions come true? Dr.
Hawley O. Taylor has provided this answer: "Regarding
these n cases of events foretold for Israel's Messiah who
was to come, if the chances of success were even in the
case of each one, that is p (probability) equals n in every
case, then the overall probability that all n events would
find their fulfillment in one person would be p " equals
(1/2)". Thus, there would be but one chance in2 " (33
million, where n equals 25) of all these foretold events
coming true if they were mere guesses. Now a glance at
these prophecies concerning Christ reveals that they do
not all have an even chance of success, for in some
instances it is highly improbable that the event could
occur at all (as for a child to be born without a human
father). A very conservative compromise would be p
equals 1/5; and the overall probability for the n
prophecies coming true would be p" equals (1/5) " or one
chance out of a thousand trillion if n equals 25. (Modern
Science and Christian Faith, p. 178) Even if the prophecy
regarding the virgin birth be excluded, the number
remains astronomically large. Too large to assume that this
accidentally happened! Twenty-five prophecies concerning
Christ and their fulfillment, from Modern Science and
Christian Faith, pp. 179-183.

a. Following Adam and Eve’s disobedience God told
Satan “I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
(Gen 3:15)

b. Years after the flood God call Abraham to leave Ur
of the Chaldees and go to the land of Canaan

stating “I will make you into a great nation and |
will bless you; ... and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you” (Gen 12:2-3) and later God
made the same promise to both Isaac and Jacob.

Prophecies concerning God'’s Gift
Some Specific Prophecies

Capitulo 2
El don de Dios - Jesus, La Persona

Promesas sobre el don de Dios

El Dr. Hawley O. Taylor ha proporcionado esta respuesta:
"...la probabilidad general de que todos los eventos
[profecias] encontraran su cumplimiento en una persona
seria de 33 millones. Incluso si se excluye la profecia
relativa al nacimiento virginal, el nimero sigue siendo
astronémicamente grande. Demasiado grande para
suponer que esto ocurrié accidentalmente". La
declaracién del Dr. Taylor se proporciona en el Apéndice A
antes de una lista de mds de 60 profecias y su
cumplimiento. Esta es sélo una de las pruebas de que
Jesus era quien decia ser, Dios en la forma de Jesus.

a. Tras la desobediencia de Adan y Eva, Dios dijo a
Satands: "Pondré enemistad entre tu y la mujer, y
entre tu descendencia y la suya; él te aplastara la
cabeza, y tu le heriras el talon". (Génesis 3:15)

b. Afos después del diluvio, Dios llamé a Abraham
para que abandonara Ur de los Caldeos y se
dirigiera a la tierra de Canaan diciendo: "Haré de ti
una gran nacion y te bendeciré; ... y todos los
pueblos de la tierra serdn bendecidos por medio de
ti" (Gn 12:2-3) y mas tarde Dios hizo la misma
promesa tanto a Isaac como a Jacob.

Profecias sobre el don de Dios Algunas profecias
especificas

a. Daniel, interpretando el suefio del rey
Nabucodonosor sobre la estatua de oro, plata,
hierro y barro, dijo: "Y en los dias de esos reyes el
Dios del cielo establecera un reino que nunca sera
destruido". (Daniel 2:44)

b. Dios proclamé (a Maria y José) antes del nacimiento
de Jesus que éste seria llamado "Hijo del Altisimo".
" (Lucas 1:32)

c. Isaias dijo: "iOid ahora, casa de David! éNo es
suficiente probar la paciencia de los hombres?
¢Queréis probar también la paciencia de mi Dios?
Por eso, el Sefior mismo os dara una seinal: La
virgen quedara encinta y darda a luz un hijo, al que
llamara Emanuel". (Isaias 7:13-14)

d. "Dios envio al dngel Gabriel a Nazaret, una ciudad
de Galilea, a una virgen comprometida a casarse
con un hombre llamado José, descendiente de
David. La virgen se llamaba Maria". (Lucas 1:26-28;
35)




a. Daniel interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of

e.

El angel respondid: "El Espiritu Santo vendra sobre
ti y el poder del Altisimo te cubrira con su sombra.







the statue of gold, silver, iron and clay stated - "And in
the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up
a kingdom which will never be destroyed.” (Daniel
2:44)

b. Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not
enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the
patience of my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself
will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and
will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
(Isa 7:13-14)

Cc. “God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's
name was Mary.” (Luke 1:26-28; 35)

d. “The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most-High will overshadow
you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God””. ...
(Mary) will be with child and will give birth to a son,

“and to Joseph the angel said ‘The virgin

and they will call him Immanuel’-which means, ‘God
with us.”” (Matt 1:23)

e. God proclaimed (to Mary and Joseph) before Jesus’
birth that He would be called “the Son of the
MostHigh.” (Luke 1:32)

God intentionally emptied Himself of His divine nature, left
Heaven, became flesh and lived among His created beings.

Birth of Jesus

“His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph,
but before they came together, she was found to be with
child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins.”” (Matthew 1:18-21)

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel -

Entonces, el santo que va a nacer se llamara Hijo de
Dios™. ... "y a José el dngel le dijo 'La virgen (Maria)

guedara encinta y dara a luz un hijo, al que llamaran
Emanuel’, que significa 'Dios con nosotros'. (Mateo
1:23)

Dios, el Hijo, se despojod intencionadamente de su
naturaleza divina, dejo el Cielo, se hizo carne y vivid
entre sus seres creados.

Nacimiento de Jesus

"Su madre Maria estaba comprometida a casarse con
José, pero antes de que se unieran, se encontrd que
estaba embarazada por el Espiritu Santo. Como José, su
marido, era un hombre justo y no queria exponerla a la
desgracia publica, tenia en mente divorciarse de ella
tranquilamente. Pero después de pensarlo, un angel del
Sefior se le aparecié en suefios y le dijo: "José, hijo de
David, no tengas miedo de recibir a Maria como esposa,
porqgue lo que ha sido concebido en ella proviene del
Espiritu Santo. Dara a luz un hijo, y le pondras el nombre
de Jesus, porque él salvard a su pueblo de sus pecados. "
(Mateo 1:18-21)

"Todo esto ocurrid para que se cumpliera lo que el Sefior
habia dicho por medio del profeta: 'La virgen quedara
encinta y dard a luz un hijo, al que llamaran Emanuel, que
significa: Dios con nosotros. "' (Mateo 1:23)

El entorno en el que nacid Jesus era una sociedad
cerrada, un pueblo que se consideraba superior a todos
los demas. Eran judios y se enorgullecian de ser los hijos
de Abraham, el pueblo elegido por Dios. Abraham es
nuestro padre" (Juan 8:38). Sentian un inmenso odio
hacia los samaritanos, ya que los consideraban mestizos,
judios que habian abandonado la Ley de Moisés durante
el periodo de cautiverio en Babilonia. Su odio era tan
grande que se desvivian por no pisar la tierra de los
samaritanos. Los ocupantes romanos no eran diferentes y
cualquier judio que se asociara con "esos ocupantes" era
un "pecador"; por ejemplo, Mateo, el recaudador de
impuestos.

También eran legalistas en grado sumo. Se aseguraban de
cumplir la letra de la ley, no necesariamente la intencion,
para ganarse las promesas de Dios. Por ejemplo, Moisés
les exigia el diezmo, dar la décima parte. Para asegurarse
de que daban la décima parte, pero no mas, contaban las
semillas de las plantas para dar la décima parte y sdélo la
décima parte.




Roma exigia a los judios que llevaran la carga de un
soldado durante una milla. Entonces, los judios pusieron







which means, God with us.”” (Matthew 1:23)

The environment into which Jesus was born was a closed
society, a people who considered themselves superior to
all other people. They were Jews and took great pride in
being the Children of Abraham, God'’s chosen people.
‘Abraham is our father’ (John 8:38). They had immense
hatred of the Samaritans as they considered them to be
half-breeds, Jews who had forsaken the Law of Moses
during the period of Babylonian captivity. Their hatred was
so great they would go out of their way to keep from
setting foot in the land of the Samaritans. Roman
occupiers were no different and any Jew who associated
with “those occupiers” was a “sinner;” e. g., Matthew, the
tax collector.

They were also legalistic of the highest degree. They made
sure they fulfilled the letter of the law, not necessarily the
intent, in order to earn God’s promises. For instance,
Moses required them to tithe, give a tenth. To make
certain they gave the tenth but no more, they counted the
seeds of plants to give a tenth and only a tenth.

Rome required the Jews to carry a soldier’s load for one
mile. So, the Jews put down markers to make sure they
went no farther. Remember Jesus stated that if someone
forced you to go one mile; go with him two. (Matthew
5:41)

Into this culture came the Messiah, The Anointed One, the
Christ. The Jews believed that when He came, He would
restore the earthly kingdom of Israel to its ‘God given
right” to power and honor. Their Messiah would be the
King of the Jews and rule like David.

What First Century Writers Said

Jesus

“The Father who sent me has himself testified concerning
me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor
does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one
he sent. You diligently study the Scriptures because you
think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the
Scriptures that testify about me.” (John 5:37-39)

The Apostle Peter
Christians wear the name of Christ because Christ is their

marcas para asegurarse de que no fueran mas lejos.
Recuerda que Jesus dijo que si alguien te obliga a ir una
milla, ve con él dos. (Mateo 5:41)

A esta cultura llegd el Mesias, el Ungido, el Cristo. Los
judios crefan que cuando viniera, restauraria el reino
terrenal de Israel a su "derecho dado por Dios" al podery
al honor. Su Mesias seria el Rey de los judios y gobernaria
como David.

Lo que decian los escritores del primer siglo

Jesus

"El Padre que me ha enviado ha dado testimonio de mi.
Nunca habéis oido su voz ni habéis visto su forma, ni su
palabra habita en vosotros, porque no creéis al que ha
enviado. Estudidis con diligencia las Escrituras porque
pensais que por ellas poseéis la vida eterna. Estas son las
Escrituras que dan testimonio de mi. " (Juan 5:37-39)

El apdstol Pedro

Los cristianos llevan el nombre de Cristo porque Cristo es
su Sefior, Maestro, Guia, Salvador, Redentor, Modelo,
Sumo Sacerdote, Esperanza, Sacrificio por el pecado y
mucho, mucho mas. El fundamento sélido de nuestra fe
es la verdad de la confesidn de Pedro: "Tu eres el Cristo,
el Hijo de Dios vivo" (Mateo 16:16). " (Mateo 16:16) Jesus
es real y la Biblia es verdadera. Todo lo que hay que saber
sobre Jesus se encuentra en la Biblia. Toda la historia de
la humanidad gira en torno a El. Jesus es el personaje
central del drama humano. No es de extrafiar que la
historia del mundo se divida en dos lapsos de tiempo:
antes de Cristo (AC) y después de Cristo (DC).

El apéstol Juan
"En el principio era el Verbo, y el Verbo estaba con Dios, y

el Verbo era Dios. El estaba con Dios en el principio. Por
medio de él se hicieron todas las cosas; sin él no se hizo
nada de lo que se ha hecho. En él estaba la vida, y esa
vida era la luz de los hombres. La luz brilla en las tinieblas,
pero las tinieblas no la han comprendido. Vino un
hombre enviado por Dios; se llamaba Juan. Vino como
testigo para dar testimonio de esa luz, para que por
medio de él todos los hombres creyeran. El mismo no era
la luz; sélo vino como testigo de la luz. La verdadera luz
gue da luz a todo hombre venia al mundo. Estaba en el
mundo, y aunque el mundo fue hecho por medio de él, el
mundo no lo reconocid. Vino a lo que era suyo, pero los
suyos no lo recibieron. Sin embargo, a todos los que le
recibieron, a los que creyeron en su nombre, les dio el
derecho de ser hijos de Dios: hijos nacidos no de la




descendencia natural, ni de la decision humana o de la
voluntad del marido, sino nacidos de Dios. " (Juan 1:1-13)







Lord, Teacher, Guide, Savior, Redeemer, Model, High
Priest, Hope, Sacrifice for sin and much, much more. The
rock-solid foundation for our faith is the truth of Peter’s
confession - “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
(Matthew 16:16) Jesus is real and the Bible is true.

All that needs to be known about Jesus is found in the
Bible. All of human history revolves around Him. Jesus is
the central character of the human drama. It is not
surprising that the history of the world is divided into two
spans of time: before Christ (BC) and after Christ (AD).

The Apostle John

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life,
and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

There came a man who was sent from God,; his name was
John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light,
so that through him all men might believe. He himself was
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The
true light that gives light to every man was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him. He
came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.”
(John 1:1-13)

“All this was done that anyone who received him, those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor
of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.”
(John 1:12-13)

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John
1:14)

John the Baptizer

“He (John) cries out, saying, 'This was he of whom | said,
He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was
before me.' From the fullness of his grace, we have all

"Todo esto lo hizo para que todo el que lo recibiera, los
gue creyeran en su nombre, les diera derecho a ser hijos
de Dios: hijos nacidos no de la descendencia natural, ni
de la decision humana o de la voluntad del marido, sino
nacidos de Dios". (Juan 1:12-13) "El Verbo se hizo carne y
puso su morada entre nosotros. Hemos visto su gloria, la
gloria del Unico, que procede del Padre, lleno de gracia y
de verdad. "(Juan 1:14)

Juan el Bautista

"El (Juan) clama diciendo: 'Este era aquel de quien dije: El
que viene después de mi me ha superado porque era
antes que yo'. De la plenitud de su gracia, todos hemos
recibido una bendicidn tras otra. Porque la ley fue dada
por medio de Moisés; la gracia y la verdad vinieron por
medio de Jesucristo. Nadie ha visto jamas a Dios, sino que
Dios Unico, que estd junto al Padre, lo ha dado a conocer.
" (Juan 1:15-18)

"Al dia siguiente, Juan (Juan el Bautista) vio a Jesus que se
acercaba a él, y dijo: "iHe aqui el Cordero de Dios que
quita el pecado del mundo! El Cordero de Dios que quita
el pecado del mundo'™. (Juan 1:29-30)

El gobernador romano, Pilato

"Pilato volvid a entrar en el palacio, llamé a Jesus y le
preguntd: 'éEres tu el rey de los judios? ' 'éEs esa tu
propia idea,' pregunto Jesus, 'o te hablaron otros de mi?
¢Soy judio? respondié Pilato. Fue tu pueblo y tus sumos
sacerdotes quienes te entregaron a mi. ¢Qué es lo que
has hecho? Jesus dijo: "Mi reino no es de este mundo. Si
lo fuera, mis siervos lucharian para impedir que me
arresten los judios. Pero ahora mi reino es de otro lugar.
Entonces eres rey", dijo Pilato. dijo Pilato. Jesus
respondid: "Tienes razdn al decir que soy un rey. De
hecho, para eso he nacido y para eso he venido al mundo,
para dar testimonio de la verdad. Todos los que estan del
lado de la verdad me escuchan. ¢Qué es la verdad?
preguntd Pilato. " (Juan 18:33-38)

Los judios insistieron

"Tenemos una ley, y segun esa ley debe morir, porque
decia ser el Hijo de Dios. Al oir esto, Pilato tuvo aiin mas
miedo y volvid a entrar en el palacio. Pregunté a Jesus:
"éDe ddnde vienes?", pero Jesus no le respondid. ¢Te
niegas a hablar conmigo? dijo Pilato. ¢ No te das cuenta de
gue tengo poder para liberarte o para crucificarte? Jesus
respondié: "No tendrias poder sobre mi si no te lo dieran
desde arriba. Por lo tanto, el que me entregd a ti es
culpable de un pecado mayor'. (Juan 19:7-11)

La oracidn de Jesus




"Jesus mird hacia el cielo y oré Padre; ha llegado el







received one blessing after another. For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and

Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.”
(John 1:15-18)

“The next day John (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming
toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!"” (John 1:29-30)

The Roman Governor, Pilate

“Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus
and asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ ‘Is that your
own idea,’” Jesus asked, 'or did others talk to you about
me?’ Am | a Jew?’ Pilate replied. ‘It was your people and
your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it
you have done?’ Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this
world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another
place.” “You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered,
“You are right in saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason
I was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to
the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’
‘What is truth?’ Pilate asked.” (John 18:3338)

Jews Insisted

““We have a law, and according to that law he must die,
because he claimed to be the Son of God.” When Pilate
heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back
inside the palace. 'Where do you come from?' he asked
Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. ‘Do you refuse to
speak to me?' Pilate said. 'Don't you realize | have power
either to free you or to crucify you?' Jesus answered, 'You
would have no power over me if it were not given to you
from above. Therefore, the one who handed me over to
you is guilty of a greater sin.”” (John 19:7-11)

Jesus’ Prayer

“Jesus looked toward heaven and prayed Father; the time
has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
For you granted Him authority over all people that he
might give eternal life to all those you have given him.
Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. | have
brought you glory on earth by completing the work you

momento. Glorifica a tu Hijo, para que tu Hijo te
glorifique a ti. Porque le has concedido autoridad sobre
todos los pueblos para que dé vida eterna a todos los que
le has dado. Esta es la vida eterna: que te conozcan a ti, el
Unico Dios verdadero, y a Jesucristo, a quien has enviado.
Te he dado gloria en la tierra, cumpliendo la obra que me
encomendaste. Y ahora, Padre, glorificame en tu
presencia con la gloria que tenia contigo antes del
comienzo del mundo. "(Juan 17:1-5)

El eunuco dijo a Felipe
"Respondid y dijo: 'Creo que Jesucristo es el Hijo de Dios.
" (Hechos 8:37)

Talos

Mateo afirma "Lo habian crucificado... y sentados, lo
velaron alli... desde la hora sexta hasta la hora novena las
tinieblas se apoderaron de toda la tierra". (Mateo
27:3536; 45-46)

Marcos lo expresé asi: "A la hora sexta, las tinieblas
invadieron toda la tierra hasta la hora novena. " (Marcos
15:33)

Talo, un historiador de origen samaritano que vivié y
trabajé en Roma hacia el afio 52 d.C., citado por Julio
Africano, crondgrafo cristiano de finales del siglo II. !
"Talo, en el tercer libro de sus historias, explica esta
oscuridad como un eclipse de sol". Africanus expuso su
objecidn al informe argumentando que un eclipse de sol
no puede ocurrir durante la luna llena, como fue el caso
cuando Jesus murio en la época de la Pascua. La fuerza de
la referencia a Thallus es que las circunstancias de la
muerte de Jesus eran conocidas y discutidas en la Ciudad
Imperial ya a mediados del siglo I. El hecho de la
crucifixion de Jesus debid de ser bastante conocido en
esa época, hasta el punto de que los incrédulos como
Talos pensaron que era necesario explicar el asunto de la
oscuridad como un fendmeno natural. ... Irdnicamente,
los esfuerzos de Thallus se han convertido en la corriente
principal de la prueba histdrica de Jesus y de la fiabilidad

del relato de Marcos sobre la oscuridad en su muerte". 2

Mara Bar-Serapion

"Un manuscrito del Museo Britanico conserva el texto de
una carta enviada a su hijo por un sirio lamado Mara Bar-
Serapion. El padre ilustré la insensatez de perseguir a
sabios como Sdcrates, Pitdgoras y el rey sabio de los
judios, que el contexto muestra obviamente que era
Jesus. ¢Qué ventaja obtuvieron los atenienses al dar
muerte a Socrates? El hambre y la peste cayeron sobre




ellos como juicio por su crimen. ¢ Qué ventaja obtuvieron
los hombres de Samos al quemar a Pitagoras? En un







gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your
presence with the glory | had with you before the world
began.” (John 17:1-5)

The eunuch said to Phillip
“And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God.”” (Acts 8:37)

Thallus

Matthew states “They had crucified him ... and sitting
down, they kept watch over him there ... from the sixth
hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.”
(Matthew 27:35-36; 45-46)

Mark put it this way “At the sixth hour darkness came over
the whole land until the ninth hour.” (Mark 15:33)

Thallus, a Samaritan-born historian who lived and worked
in Rome about AD 52, quoted by Julius Africanus, a
Christian chronographer of the late second century. !
“Thallus, in the third book of his histories, explains away
this darkness as an eclipse of the sun." Africanus stated
his objection to the report arguing that an eclipse of the
sun cannot occur during the full moon, as was the case
when Jesus died at Passover time. The force of the
reference to Thallus is that the circumstances of Jesus'
death were known and discussed in the Imperial City as
early as the middle of the first century. The fact of Jesus'
crucifixion must have been fairly well known by that time,
to the extent that unbelievers like Thallus thought it
necessary to explain the matter of the darkness as a
natural phenomenon. ... Ironically, Thallus' efforts have
been turned into the mainstream of historical proof for
Jesus and for the reliability of Mark's account of the
darkness at his death.” 2

Mara Bar-Serapion

“A manuscript in the British Museum preserves the text of
a letter sent to his son by a Syrian named Mara
BarSerapion. The father illustrated the folly of persecuting
wise men like Socrates, Pythagoras, and the wise king of
the Jews, which the context obviously shows to be Jesus.
‘What advantage did the Athenians gain from putting
Socrates to death? Famine and plague came upon them as
a judgment for their crime. What advantage did the men
of Samos gain from burning Pythagoras? In a moment

momento su tierra quedo cubierta de arena. éQué
ventaja obtuvieron los judios al ejecutar a su rey? Que su
reino fue abolido justo después. Dios vengo justamente a
estos tres sabios: los atenienses murieron de hambre; los
samios fueron arrollados por los mares; los judios,
arruinados y expulsados de su tierra, viven en completa
dispersion. ... Tampoco el Rey sabio murid para siempre;
vivid en la ensefianza que habia dado. "3

Un historiador romano que vivié entre el 50 y el 100 d.C.
escribio sobre el incendio de Nerén "En consecuencia,
para deshacerse de la denuncia, Nerdn fijoé la culpa e
infligié las mds exquisitas torturas a una clase odiada por
sus abominaciones, llamada por el populacho cristianos.
Christus, de quien procede el nombre, sufrid la pena
extrema durante el reinado de Tiberio a manos de uno de
nuestros procuradores, Poncio Pilato. " #

Plinius Secundus

Un gobernador romano del afio 112 d.C. escribié al
emperador Trajano: "Tenian la costumbre de reunirse en
un dia determinado antes de que amaneciera, cuando
cantaban un himno a Cristo como Dios, y se
comprometian mediante un juramento solemne a no
cometer ninguna accion malvada... después de lo cual
tenian la costumbre de separarse y reunirse de nuevo
para comer, pero comida de tipo ordinario. " ®

Seutonio

Un, annalista y funcionario de la corte de la Casa Imperial
durante el reinado de Adriano, escribid hacia el afio 120
en la Vida de Claudio. "Como los judios hacian constantes
disturbios a instigacién de Chrestus, él (Claudio) los
expulsé de Roma".® Edward C. Wharton afirma a
continuacidén que "la razén de la fama de esta cita se debe
a que Lucas, unos sesenta afios antes, habia registrado
este mismo incidente como la razén por la que el apéstol
Pablo se unié a una pareja de judios cristianos llamados
Aquila y Priscila (Hechos 18:1-2). De nuevo, la mencion de
Cristo en el contexto histdrico se observa en la literatura

extrabiblica".”

Flavio Josefo

Josefo tiene una observacidn interesante. "Se levanto por
aquel entonces Jesus, un hombre sabio, si es que
debemos llamarlo hombre; porque era un hacedor de
obras maravillosas, un maestro de hombres que reciben
la verdad con gusto. Se gand a muchos judios y también a
muchos griegos. Este hombre era el Mesias. Y cuando
Pilato lo condend a la cruz por instigacidn de nuestros




propios dirigentes, los que lo habian amado desde el
principio no dejaron de hacerlo. Pues al tercer dia se les







their land was covered with sand. What advantage did the
Jews gain from executing their king? It was just after that
that their kingdom was abolished. God justly avenged
these three wise men: the Athenians died of hunger; the
Samians were overwhelmed by the seas; the Jews, ruined
and driven from their land, live in complete dispersion. ...
Nor did the wise King die for good; he lived on in the
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teaching which He had given.

Cornelius Tacitus

A Roman historian living from about AD 50 to AD 100
wrote regarding Nero's fire. "Consequently, to get rid of
the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations,
called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the
name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during
the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our
procurators, Pontius Pilatus." 4

Plinius Secundus

A Roman governor in AD 112 wrote to Emperor Trajan
"They [Christians] were in the habit of meeting on a
certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang an
anthem to Christ as God, and bound themselves by a
solemn oath not to commit any wicked deed ... after which
it was their custom to separate, and then meet again to
partake of food, but food of an ordinary kind." ®

Seutonius

An annalist and court official of the Imperial House during
the reign of Hadrian wrote about AD 120 in the Life of
Claudius. "As the Jews were making constant disturbances
at the instigation of Chrestus, he (Claudius) expelled them
from Rome."® Edward C. Wharton then states "The reason
for the fame of this quotation is due to the fact that Luke,
some sixty years earlier, had recorded this same incident
as the reason for the apostle Paul yoking up with a
Christian Jewish couple named Aquila and Priscilla (Acts
18:1-2). Again, the mention of Christ in the historical

context is observed in extra-biblical literature." ’

Flavius Josephus
Josephus has an interesting observation. "There arose
about this time Jesus, a wise man, if indeed we should call

aparecié de nuevo vivo, como los profetas habian
predicho y dijeron otras muchas cosas maravillosas sobre
él. Y aun ahora no se ha extinguido la raza de los
cristianos, asi llamada por él". 8

Primeros escritores judios y gentiles

La siguiente cita de F. F. Bruce resume esto muy
claramente. "Independientemente de lo que se piense de
la evidencia de los primeros escritores judios y gentiles...
al menos establece, para aquellos que rechazan el
testimonio de los escritos cristianos, el caracter histdrico
de Jesus mismo. Algunos escritores pueden jugar con la
fantasia de un 'mito de Cristo', pero no lo hacen sobre la
base de la evidencia histérica. La historicidad de Cristo es
tan axiomatica [evidente] para un historiador imparcial
como la historicidad de Julio César. No son los
historiadores los que propagan las teorias del 'mito de

Cristo"".?
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Palabras y acciones sobre el don de Dios

Cuando Jesus fue bautizado, sumergido, por Juan en el rio
Jordan, los cielos se abrieron: "Y el Espiritu Santo
descendié en forma corporal como una paloma sobre El, y
vino una voz del cielo que decia: 'Tu eres mi Hijo amado;
en ti me complazco'. " (Lucas 3:22)

"El diablo le dijo: "Si (ya que) eres el Hijo de Dios, ordena
gue esta piedra se convierta en pan. " (Lucas 4:3)

"En aquellos dias vino Juan el Bautista, predicando en el
desierto de Judea y diciendo: "Arrepentios, porque el
reino de los cielos estd cerca". Este es el que fue
anunciado por el profeta Isaias. Una voz que clama en el




him a man; for he was a doer of marvelous deeds, a
teacher of men who receive the truth with pleasure. He







won over many Jews and also many Greeks. This man was
the Messiah. And when Pilate had condemned him to the
cross at the instigation of our own leaders, those who had
loved him from the first did not cease. For he appeared to
them on the third day alive again, as the prophets had
predicted and said many other wonderful things about
him. And even now the race of Christians, so named after
him, has not yet died out.” ®

Early Jewish and Gentile Writers

The following quote from F. F. Bruce summarizes this very
clearly. “Whatever else may be thought of the evidence
from early Jewish and Gentile writers...it does at least
establish, for those who refuse the witness of Christian
writings, the historical character of Jesus himself. Some
writers may toy with the fancy of a 'Christ-myth,' but they
do not do so on the ground of historical evidence. The
historicity of Christ is as axiomatic [self-evident] for an
unbiased historian as the historicity of Julius Caesar. It is

not historians who propagate the ‘Christ-myth’ theories.”
9
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Words and Actions about God’s Gift

When Jesus was baptized, immersed, by John in the
Jordan river, the heavens opened: “And the Holy Spirit
descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice
came from heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in
You | am well pleased.”” (Luke 3:22)

“The devil said to him, "If (forasmuch as or since) you are
the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”
(Luke 4:3)

desierto: "Preparad el camino al Sefior, hacedle sendas
rectas"". (Mateo 3:1-3)

Juan vio a Jesus venir hacia él y dijo: "iMira, el Cordero de
Dios, que quita el pecado del mundo!" (Juan 1:29-30)

"Tan pronto como Jesus fue bautizado, subié del agua. En
aquel momento se abrid el cielo y vio que el Espiritu de
Dios descendia como una paloma y se posaba sobre él. Y
una voz del cielo dijo: 'Este es mi Hijo, a quien amo; en él
me complazco'. " (Mateo 3:16-17)

"El tentador (Satanas) se acercé a él y le dijo: "Si eres el
Hijo de Dios, di a estas piedras que se conviertan en
pan"". (Mateo 4:3)

"La mujer (samaritana) dijo: 'Sé que el Mesias' (lamado
Cristo) 'viene'. Cuando venga, nos lo explicara todo. '
Entonces Jesus declard: 'El que habla contigo soy yo'.
(Juan 4:25-26)

Durante varios afos, Jesus ensefié como alguien que
tiene autoridad, confirmando su mensaje con milagros,
signos y maravillas, como hacer que los ciegos vean, que
los sordos oigan, que los cojos caminen y que los muertos
vuelvan a la vida.

"Jesus pregunto a sus discipulos "'¢Y ta?', pregunté
'¢Quién decis que soy?' Simdn Pedro respondié: 'Tu eres
el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios vivo'. Jesus le contesté: "Bendito
seas, Simon, hijo de Jonas, porque esto no te lo ha
revelado un hombre, sino mi Padre que esta en los cielos.
Y yo te digo que tu eres Pedro, y sobre esta piedra
edificaré mi Iglesia, y las puertas del Hades no la
venceran. Te daré las llaves del reino de los cielos; todo lo
gue ates en la tierra quedara atado en el cielo, y todo lo
gue desates en la tierra quedara desatado en el cielo".
(Mateo 16:15-19)

Comentario: "Sobre esta roca" - el hecho de que Jesus era
y es el Hijo de Dios es el fundamento de "Mi Iglesia".

Comentario: El "Hades" es la residencia temporal de las
almas de los muertos.

Fue mas especifico sobre el momento en que vendria su
Reino, pues "les dijo: "Os aseguro que algunos de los que
estan aqui no probaran la muerte antes de ver venir el
Reino de Dios con poder"". (Marcos 9:1)

Comentario: Cristo estaria estableciendo su iglesia
durante la vida de algunos de sus oyentes.










“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the
Desert of Judea and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the
prophet Isaiah. A voice of one calling in the desert,
'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for
him.” (Matt 3:1-3)

John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John
1:29-30)

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom
I love; with him | am well pleased.”” (Matt 3:16-17)

“The tempter (Satan) came to him and said, ‘If you are the
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”” (Matt 4:3)

“The woman (Samaritan woman) said, ‘/ know that
Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, ‘| who
speak to you am he.”” (John 4:25-26)

For several years Jesus taught as one having authority
confirming His message by miracles, signs and wonders
such as causing the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame
to walk and raising the dead to life again.

“Jesus asked his disciples “But what about you?’ he asked
‘Who do you say | am?' Simon Peter answered, 'You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.' Jesus replied, 'Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to
you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And | tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock, | will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. | will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.”” (Matthew 16:1519)

Comment: “On this rock” - the fact that Jesus was and
is the Son of God is the foundation of “My Church.”

Comment: “Hades” is the temporary residence of souls

A continuacién, dio intencionadamente su vida como
ofrenda por el pecado, un sacrificio, para expiar el pecado
del hombre permitiendo que el gobierno romano lo
crucificara. Lo enterraron en una tumba segura con
guardias para evitar el robo de su cuerpo fisico. Pero Dios,
el Padre, lo resucit6 al tercer dia antes de que su cuerpo
se descompusiera, venciendo a la muerte y al sepulcro.

Alrededor de la hora novena, Jesus gritd en voz alta:
"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?", que significa: "Dios mio,
Dios mio, ¢por qué me has abandonado?". Cuando
algunos de los que estaban alli oyeron esto, dijeron: 'Esta
llamando a Elias'. Inmediatamente, uno de ellos corrié y
cogid una esponja. La llend de vinagre de vino, la puso en
un palo y se la ofrecié a Jesus para que bebiera. Los
demas dijeron: "Dejadle en paz. A ver si viene Elias a
salvarle'. Y cuando Jesus volvié a gritar en voz alta,
entregd su espiritu". (Mateo 27:46-50)

"Sus discipulos estaban de nuevo en la casa, y Tomas
estaba con ellos. Aunque las puertas estaban cerradas,
Jesus se acercd, se puso en medio de ellos y dijo: 'La paz
esté con vosotros'. Luego dijo a Tomas: 'Pon tu dedo aqui;
mira mis manos. Extiende tu mano y métela en mi
costado. Deja de dudar y cree". Tomads le dijo: "Sefior mio
y Dios mio"". (Juan 20:26-28)

Unos cuarenta dias después, los apdstoles fueron testigos
de su regreso al cielo. El Espiritu Santo fue enviado para
guiarlos en la predicacién y registro del Evangelio, el
poder de Dios para la salvacién. Al principio muchos
judios y después muchos gentiles reconocieron a Jesus
como Dios, el Cristo (el Ungido). Muchos testigos en
Judea, Galilea y Samaria que vivieron mientras El viviay
ensefiaba, dieron testimonio de su vuelta a la vida
(resurreccidn) y de su regreso al cielo (ascension).

La fundacidon de "Mi Iglesia"

"Por el nombre de Jesucristo de Nazaret, a quien vosotros
crucificasteis, pero a quien Dios resucitd de entre los
muertos, es por lo que este hombre esta ante vosotros
curado. El (Jesus) es 'la piedra que desecharon los
constructores, que se ha convertido en la piedra angular'.
La salvacidn no se encuentra en ningun otro, porque no
hay bajo el cielo otro nombre dado a los hombres por el
que debamos salvarnos." (Hechos 4:1012)

"El cual (Jesus de Nazaret), siendo por naturaleza Dios, no
consider¢ el ser igual a Dios como algo a lo que aferrarse,
sino que se despojod a si mismo, tomando la







of the dead. Death will not overcome Christ’s Church.

He was more specific about the time His Kingdom would
come for "he said to them, 'l tell you the truth, some who
are standing here will not taste death before they see the
kingdom of God come with power.”” (Mark 9:1)

Comment: Christ would be establishing his church
during the lifetime of some of his hearers.

He then intentionally gave his life as the sin-offering, a
sacrifice, to atone for man’s sin by allowing the Roman
government to crucify him. They buried him in a secure
grave with guards to prevent the theft of his physical
body. But God, the Father, raised Him the third day
before his body decayed, conquering death and the
grave.

“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani?’-which means, ‘My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?’ When some of those standing
there heard this, they said, ‘He's calling Elijah.
Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it
with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus
to drink. The rest said, ‘Now leave him alone. Let's see if
Elijah comes to save him.” And when Jesus had cried out
again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.” (Matt 27:4650)

“His disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!” Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.” Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!"”
(John 20:26-28)

Some forty days later His return to Heaven was witnessed
by the apostles. The Holy Spirit was sent to guide them in
preaching and recording the Gospel, the power of God
unto salvation. Initially many Jews and later many Gentiles
acknowledged Jesus as God, the Christ (the

Anointed One). Many witnesses in Judea, Galilee and
Samaria who lived while He lived and taught, testified of
His coming back to life (resurrection) and His return to
Heaven (ascension).

naturaleza misma de siervo, haciéndose semejante a los
hombres." (Filipenses 2:6-7)

Comentario: Dios, el Hijo, eligié convertirse en un cuerpo
fisico de carne en la forma de Jesus para vivir entre los
hombres y enfrentar tentaciones, pruebas y el rechazo de
los mismos seres que cred. Este tema se trata en El
hombre que fue Dios, de la editorial BibleWay Publishing.

Cristo es el fundamento de la Iglesia. Efesios 2:20:
"edificados sobre el fundamento de los apdstoles y
profetas, siendo Cristo Jesus mismo la piedra angular”; 1
Corintios 3:11: "Porque nadie puede poner otro
fundamento que el que esta puesto, que es Jesucristo" y
2 Timoteo 2:19: "Sin embargo, el firme fundamento de
Dios permanece, teniendo este sello: El Sefior conoce a
los que son suyos. "

"Ruego que sean iluminados los ojos de vuestro corazon,
para que conozcais cudl es la esperanza de su
llamamiento, cudles son las riquezas de la gloria de su
herencia en los santos, y cudl es la supereminente
grandeza de su poder para con nosotros los que creemos.
Todo esto esta de acuerdo con la obra de la fuerza de su
poder que realizd en Cristo, cuando lo resucitd de entre
los muertos, y lo sentd a su derecha en los lugares
celestiales, muy por encima de todo gobierno, autoridad,
poder y dominio, y de todo nombre que se nombra, no
solo en este siglo, sino también en el venidero: el siglo
eterno. Y sometio todas las cosas a sus pies, y le dio como
cabeza de todas las cosas a la iglesia, que es su cuerpo, la
plenitud de Aquel que lo llena todo en todos". (Efesios
1:18-23)

Tras la ascensidn de Jesus al cielo, los apdstoles volvieron
a Jerusalén, como El les habia ordenado. Muchos judios
estaban reunidos en Jerusalén, porque era Pentecostés.
"Cuando llegé el dia de Pentecostés, estaban todos
reunidos en un mismo lugar. Y de repente vino del cielo
un ruido como que llend toda la casa donde estaban
sentados. Y se les aparecieron lenguas como de fuego
que se distribuian y se posaban sobre cada uno de ellos. Y
todos fueron llenos del Espiritu Santo y comenzaron a
hablar en otras lenguas, segun el Espiritu les daba la
palabra". (Hechos 2:1-4)

El sonido del viento que corria trajo una gran multitud a
los apdstoles reunidos. Pedro y los otros apdstoles
aprovecharon la oportunidad para recordarles lo que
ellos y sus lideres religiosos habian hecho, declarando:
"'Por tanto, que todo Israel esté seguro de esto: Dios ha




hecho a este Jesus, al que vosotros crucificasteis, Sefior y
Cristo'. Al oir esto, la gente, conmovida, dijo a Pedroy a







The Foundation of “My Church”

“It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this
man stands before you healed. He (Jesus) is ‘the stone you
builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved.” (Acts 4:10-12)

“Who (Jesus of Nazareth), being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness.” (Philippians 2:67)

Comment: God, the Son, chose to become a physical
body of flesh in the form of Jesus to live among men
and face temptations, trials and rejection by the very
beings he created. This topic is discussed in The Man
Who Was God by BibleWay Publishing.

Christ is the foundation of the church. Ephesians 2:20:
“having been built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone”;
1 Corinthians 3:11: “For no man can lay a

foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” and 2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless, the firm
foundation of God stands, having this seal, The Lord knows
those who are His.”

“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so
that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,
and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward
us who believe. These are in accordance with the working
of the strength of His might which He brought about in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him
at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to
come — the everlasting age. And He put all things in
subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all
things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him
who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:18-23)

Following Jesus' ascension to heaven the apostles

los demads apéstoles: "Hermanos, équé debemos hacer?
Pedro respondié: "Arrepentios y bautizaos cada uno de
vosotros en el nombre de Jesucristo para el perdén de
vuestros pecados. Y recibiréis el don del Espiritu Santo. La
promesa es para ti y para tus hijos y para todos los que
estan lejos (todos los pueblos) - para todos los que el
Sefior nuestro Dios llame"'. (Hechos 2:36-39)

Comentario: El "arrepentimiento” no es un mero
sentimiento; no tiene la incertidumbre de los estados de
animo y los sentimientos. No es un simple cambio en el
clima del alma. Es una alteracion distinta del foco de la
inteligencia; lleva consigo un movimiento de la voluntad;
en resumen, es una revolucién en el terreno mismo del
ser del hombre. "(Al Maxey en Reflection)

Comentario: "Bautizado" fue transliterado de la palabra
griega baptizo que significa sumergir, sumergir,
sumergirse. No hay que confundir baptizo con las
palabras griegas rantizo, que significa rociar, o con la
palabra griega cheo, que significa verter.

"Este JesuUs es la piedra rechazada por vosotros, los
constructores, que se ha convertido en la piedra angular.
Y en ningln otro hay salvacién, porque no hay bajo el
cielo otro nombre dado a los hombres por el que
debamos salvarnos." (Hechos 4:11-12)

Muchos judios en el dia de Pentecostés, dandose cuenta
de su condicién pecaminosa, pusieron su confianza en
Cristo invocando a Dios para que los perdonara al ser
sumergidos en agua (bautismo) en la muerte de Cristo,
después de lo cual Dios los resucitd de su muerte, los
enterrd en agua y los agregd a sus discipulos
estableciendo asi su cuerpo de pecadores perdonados, su
iglesia.

"Asi pues, los que habian recibido su palabra se
bautizaban; y se afadieron aquel dia unas tres mil almas.
Y se dedicaban continuamente a la ensefianza de los
apostoles y a la comunién, al partimiento del pany ala
oraciéon." (Hechos 2:41-42)

"Y dia tras dia, permaneciendo undnimes en el templo, y
partiendo el pan de casa en casa, comian juntos con
alegria y sinceridad de corazdn, alabando a Dios, y
gozando del favor de todo el pueblo. Y el Sefior afiadia
cada dia a su nimero los que se salvaban. "(Hechos
2:4647)




Santiago, dirigiéndose a los que estan en Cristo, afirmé
"Bienaventurado el hombre que persevera en la prueba,
porque cuando haya superado la prueba, recibird la







returned to Jerusalem as He had commanded them. Many
Jews were gathered in Jerusalem, because it was
Pentecost. “And when the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place. And suddenly there
came from heaven a noise like, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to
them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they
rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit was giving them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)

The sound of rushing wind brought a great crowd to the
assembled apostles. Peter and the other apostles seized
the opportunity to remind them of what they and their
religious leaders had done, stating, "'Therefore let all Israel
be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.' When the people heard
this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, 'Brothers, what shall we do?' Peter replied,
'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you
and your children and for all who are far off (all people) -
for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:36-39)

Comment: “Repentance” is not a mere feeling; it has
not the uncertainty of moods and sentiments. It is not a
simple change in the weather of the soul. It is a distinct
alteration of the focus of the intelligence; it carries with
it a movement of the will; in short, it is a revolution in
the very ground of the man's being.” (Al Maxey in
Reflection)

Comment: “Baptized” was transliterated from the
Greek word baptizo meaning to submerge, dip, plunge
under. Baptizo should not be confused with the Greek
words; rantizo, meaning to sprinkle or with the Greek
word cheo meaning to pour over.

“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
(Acts 4:11-12)

corona de la vida que Dios ha prometido a los que le
aman. Cuando sea tentado, nadie debe decir: "Dios me
esta tentando". Porque Dios no puede ser tentado por el
mal, ni tienta a nadie; pero cada uno es tentado cuando,
por su propio mal deseo, es arrastrado y seducido.
Entonces, una vez concebido el deseo, da a luz el pecado;
y el pecado, una vez crecido, da a luz la muerte.
"(Santiago 1:12-15)

Comentario: Sabiendo que hay consecuencias por el
pecado, tu y yo necesitamos ser perdonados, redimidos,
reconciliados y devueltos a una relacién justa con Dios.
Aquellos que son perdonados y reconciliados son puestos
en el Reino no hecho por manos. Después de esta
reconciliacion a la relacién con Dios uno debe crecer a la
semejanza de Dios que tenian en el principio estudiando
el mensaje de Cristo, la Biblia.

"El Sefior no tarda en cumplir su promesa, como algunos
consideran que tarda, sino que es paciente con vosotros,
no queriendo que ninguno perezca, sino que todos
lleguen al arrepentimiento. " (2 Pedro 3:9)

"La tristeza piadosa trae el arrepentimiento que lleva a la
salvacion y no deja remordimientos, pero la tristeza
mundana trae la muerte. " (2 Corintios 7:10)

"Porque es necesario que todos comparezcamos ante el
tribunal de Cristo, para que cada uno reciba lo que le
corresponde por las cosas que hizo mientras estaba en el
cuerpo, sean buenas o malas. " (2 Corintios 5:10)

"Porque si, siendo enemigos de Dios, fuimos reconciliados
con él por la muerte de su Hijo, icudnto mas,
habiéndonos reconciliado, seremos salvados por su vida!
No sdlo es asi, sino que también nos alegramos en Dios
por medio de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, por quien ahora
hemos recibido la reconciliacion. "(Romanos 5:1011)

"Por tanto, si alguien esta en Cristo, es una nueva
creacion; lo viejo ha desaparecido, lo nuevo ha llegado.
Todo esto proviene de Dios, que nos reconcilié consigo
mismo por medio de Cristo y nos dio el ministerio de la
reconciliacion: que Dios estaba reconciliando al mundo
consigo mismo en Cristo, sin tener en cuenta los pecados
de los hombres. Y nos ha encomendado el mensaje de la
reconciliacion. "(2 Corintios 5:17-19)

Comentario: "Una nueva creacidn" es una creaciéon
espiritual de pecadores perdonados y hechos sacerdotes
para servir a Dios. La primera creacidn, el hombre fisico,
fue hecha de los elementos de la tierra. Esta nueva







Many Jews on Pentecost Day, realizing their sinful
condition, put their trust in Christ by calling upon God to
forgive them by being immersed in water (baptism) into
Christ’s death after which God raised them from their
burial in water and added them to His disciples thereby
establishing His body of forgiven sinners, His church.

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized;
and there were added that day about three thousand
souls. And they were continually devoting themselves to
the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:41-42)

“And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking
their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,
praising God, and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord was adding to their number day by day those
who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

James, addressing those IN Christ, stated: “Blessed is the
man who perseveres under trial, because when he has
stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God
has promised to those who love him. When tempted, no
one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is
tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away
and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”
(James 1:12-15)

Comment: Knowing there are consequences for sin,
you and | need to be forgiven, redeemed, reconciled
and brought back into a righteous relationship with
God. Those who are forgiven and reconciled are put
into the Kingdom not made by hands. Following this
reconciliation to God’s relationship one must grow into
God’s likeness They had in the beginning by studying
Christ message, the Bible.

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” (2
Peter 3:9)

“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation

creacion esta hecha de la gracia de Dios, y de la fe, |a
confianza y la obediencia del hombre.

"'Os he dicho estas cosas, para que en mi tengdis paz. En
este mundo tendréis problemas. Pero jtened animo! Yo
he vencido al mundo. " ... "Después de decir esto, Jesus
miré al cielo y oré: 'Padre, ha llegado el momento.
Glorifica a tu Hijo, para que tu Hijo te glorifique a ti.
Porque le has concedido autoridad sobre todos los
pueblos para que dé vida eterna a todos los que le has
dado. Esta es la vida eterna: que te conozcan a ti, el Unico
Dios verdadero, y a Jesucristo, a quien has enviado".
(Juan 16:33, 17:1-4)

Dado que Jesus es el regalo de Dios de la vida eterna,
équé hay que hacer para aceptar este regalo? El dia de
Pentecostés, 40 dias después del regreso de Jesus al cielo,
Pedro respondié a esta pregunta y el Espiritu fue
derramado sobre todos los hombres. "Dios le habia
prometido (a David) bajo juramento que pondria a uno de
sus descendientes en su trono. Viendo lo que se
avecinaba, hablé de la resurreccion del Cristo, que no fue
abandonado al sepulcro, ni su cuerpo vio la decadencia.
Dios ha resucitado a este Jesus, y todos somos testigos
del hecho. Exaltado a la derecha de Dios, ha recibido del
Padre el Espiritu Santo prometido y ha derramado lo que
ahora veis y ois. "(Hechos 2:30-33)

"'Por lo tanto, que todo Israel esté seguro de esto: Dios ha
hecho a este Jesus, al que vosotros crucificasteis, Sefior y
Cristo. Al oir esto, la gente, conmovida, dijo a Pedro y a los
demas apdstoles: "Hermanos, équé debemos hacer?
Pedro les contestd: "Arrepiéntanse y bauticense cada uno
de ustedes en el nombre de Jesucristo para el perddn de
sus pecados. "Los que aceptaron su mensaje se
bautizaron, y aquel dia se sumaron unos tres mil. "
(Hechos 2:36-38, 41)

"Partian el pan en sus casas y comian juntos con
corazones alegres y sinceros, alabando a Dios y gozando
del favor de todo el pueblo. Y el Sefior afiadia cada dia a
su numero los que se salvaban". (Hechos 2:46-47)

Hay muchos ejemplos de otros que aceptaron a Cristo
muriendo al pecado, siendo enterrados (sumergidos en
agua) en la muerte de Cristo, resucitados por Dios como
nuevos seres espirituales y puestos en el Cuerpo de Cristo
y en comunidn con Dios.

1. Eunuco etiope - Hechos 8
2. Samaritanos - Hechos 8
3. Saulo de Tarso - Hechos 9




4. Cornelio - Hechos 10







and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.” (2
Corinthians 7:10)

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the
things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” (2
Corinthians 5:10)

“For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled
to him through the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.” (Romans 5:10-11)

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the

old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against
them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:17-19)

Comment: “A new creation” is a spiritual creation of
forgiven sinners made priest to serve God. The first
creation, physical man, was made from earth’s
elements. This new creation is made from God'’s grace,
and man’s faith, trust and obedience.

“/| have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world.”” ... “After Jesus said this, he
looked toward heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the time has
come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For
you granted him authority over all people that he might
give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this
is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”” (John 16:33,
17:14)

Since Jesus is God’s gift of eternal life, what must one do
to accept this gift? On Pentecost Day, 40 days following
Jesus’ return to Heaven, Peter answered this question and
the Spirit was poured out on all men. “God had promised
him (David) on oath that he would place one of his
descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he

5. La gente en muchos en las ciudades de Filipos,
Efeso, Corinto y Roma.







spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God
has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the
fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured
out what you now see and hear.” (Acts 2:30-33)

"Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.’
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what
shall we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins.”” ... “Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.” (Acts 2:36-38, 41)

“They broke bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

There are many examples of others who accepted Christ
by dying to sin, being buried (immersed in water) into
Christ death, raised by God as new spiritual beings and put
in Christ’s Body and in fellowship with God.

1. Ethiopian eunuch —Acts 8

2. Samaritans —Acts 8

3. Saul of Tarsus — Acts 9

4. Cornelius — Acts 10

5. People in many in cities of Philippi, Ephesus,
Corinth and Rome.

Questions
1.There is only one prophecy about Jesus.
True _ False

2. God intentionally emptied Himself of deity to
become human and live among His creation.
True ___ False

3. There are no non-Christian historians who wrote
about Jesus.
True _ False




4. John, the Baptist, acknowledged that Jesus was
God who could take away man’s sins. True ___ False




5.The foundation of the Church Christ built was

a. ___ Thelews

b.  Peter

c. ___ Jesus as God in flesh

d. ___ His church has not been established




